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SUMMARY

Bioremediation, like any technology applied to clean up a con-
taminated site, must first be approved by government regulators who
ultimately must agree that the technology has a reasonable chance to
reduce the contaminant(s) at the site to acceptable levels. This paper
describes the information that regulators need to make their deci-
sion. Basically, this information comprises descriptions of the site,
the specific cleanup process, and the overall approach to site cleanup.
The paper also answers the questions of who, what, when, where,
and how in the context of bioremediation on the basis of my 24 years
of experience as a regulator.

INTRODUCTION

During the past 20 years, various companies and individuals have
developed or claim to have developed biological treatment processes
that could clean up various wastes generated by human activities.
These wastes include polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), crude oil,
refined crude oil products, crude oil wastes, and DDT, to name a
few. One problem that the proponents of such treatment technology
face is state and federal regulations. It is often hard for the regulated
community to understand what is required to ensure that the regula-
tor will approve a proposed treatment process,
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